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republicans of the city for an open attack upon the Girondins,
and on April 28 held a great fete in honour of Lazouski, who
had played an important part in the events of August 10,
and who had just died of a disgraceful malady, contracted
during the past year. This fete increased the popularity of
the Commune, and induced Guadet to move, on April 30, that
the Convention should remove to Versailles,

Throughout the -month of May, preparations for the final
struggle  went on; it was recognized  by both  parties that
they must appeal to force, and arrangements for appealing
to force were made as openly for the coii%> d'etat of May 31
as they had been for that of August 10.    On the one side, the
Commune of Paris steadily'concentrated its armed strength
and formed its plan of  action;   on the  other, the leading
Girondins met daily at the house of Valaze, and prepared to
move  decrees  in  the Convention,    But  the   struggle   was
certain to be a very unequal one for two reasons.    First, the
Girondins were divided among themselves, and their divisions
became more and more accentuated; they had never formed
a really homogeneous party, and nearly every deputy had now
a different scheme for settling their quarrel with the Jacobins.
But to the main difference between the Brissotins and the
Buzotins  was now  added  one  between the  federalist and
the anti-federalist deputies.    Buzot was at the head of the
federalist party,  and  earnestly  advised  an   appeal  to  the
provinces, but he was not supported by a single member of
the original Girondin party.    Vergniaud openly disapproved
of the scheme as unpatriotic    Guadet, Gensonn6, and Brissot
thought it a mistake to unsettle France when her difficulties
on the frontiers were so groat.   Buzot found his warmest sup-
porters  among the  younger  deputies,  such  as  Barbaroux,
Louvet, Isnard, and Valady, and among such brave spirits as
the Bretons, Lanjuinais and Kervelegan ? but the party which
supported federalist ideas was paralyzed by the refusal of the
greatest Girondin orators to act with them.    Vergniaud, in
particular, refused more and more to go to Madame Koland's
salon, and spent a great deal of his time in his own rooms